Rodolphe de Looz-Corswarem, President of the European Historic Houses Association,
taking the floor at Schönbrunn Palace (Vienna)

Newsletter June 2016

Dear members,
Dear readers,
As you will notice in our newsletter, the year 2016 got off to a great start in many areas for the
association.
We organised two important events. The first one in France (Fontainebleau) gathered together
our Next Gen Group. The second one was our annual field trip with the Members of the
Association and took place in Vienna and surroundings last month. Both events reassured me
on the vitality and innovative thinking of our members, bringing at the forefront the essential
role private heritage can bring to society at large in term of social inclusion and sustainable
development.
However, it is the VAT issue that took most of our attention for the past month. We are indeed
advising the EU authorities to apply a reduced VAT for the preservation of cultural heritage
and restoration work as a strategic resource for a sustainable Europe. Hoping that EU
authorities will consider the benefit that such measure could bring to the heritage sector; we
are planning a new campaign which should continue after summer.
In fact, we are also looking forward to the next years, especially 2018. As you may know, it is
the first time in history that the EU has declared a Cultural Heritage Year. We are already
planning some initiatives with the Alliance 3.3 but more than ever, we need your advices and
contributions. This way, we will be able to participate to the discussions framing your center of
interest.
I wish you a good reading,
Rodolphe de Looz-Corswarem
Executive President
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The Alliance 3.3 welcomes the proposal for a European year of cultural
heritage in 2018
The important news was communicated officially by the Commissioner for Education and
Culture, Tibor Navracsics on the day of the Europe Culture Forum on the 20th of April and in
the presence of the Alliance 3.3 members. The European Historic Houses Association will
participate to show the added value that the Historic Houses and their gardens can bring to
the society at large. In that regard, Europa Nostra has begun to collect suggestions from
partner associations for a successful European Year of Cultural Heritage.
With all challenges Europe is facing today, we truly believe cultural heritage constitute a
strategic resource for achieving the European Commission’s policy priorities. Our culture is a
driving force in Europe in terms of cohesion and identity; values that are often felt to be missing
in today’s criticisms.
We therefore call upon you to help us make the year 2018 a unique experience for historic
houses and their gardens!

On the occasion of the European Culture
Forum organised in Brussels on 19-20 April 2016,
Commissioner Tibor Navracsics – for Education,
Culture, Youth and Sport – publicly announced that
the European Commission will soon propose 2018
as European Year of Cultural Heritage (EYCH).
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Next Gen Conference 2nd Edition 15-17 April 2016 – Fontainebleau (France)
Conscious of the important role the young generation will play in the maintenance and the
recognition of the private built heritage; the European Historic Houses Association is
committing to prepare the Next Gen to inherit in the best possible conditions. This was the
main topic and purpose of the weekend that took place in Fontainebleau (France). Rocked by
the rhythm of visits from Mesnil-Voysin, Courances and Vaux-le-Vicomte, our young members
(80 participants from 14 nationalities) participated actively to the conference and mutually
shared their experience in a vibrant atmosphere.
The key to this weekend was the organization of an annual Next Gen conference meeting to
focus specifically on succession planning for heritage property and the associated family
business. The coordinator, William Cartwright-Hignett, assembled an ambitious program by
bringing together speakers from very diverse backgrounds. From the family psychologist to the
economist expert, we pointed out the urgent need for the young generation to speak frankly
with their parents with regard to succession matters. However, there is no general solution that
fits all. Each situation is very specific and the issue must be addressed on a case-by-case
basis.
This more theoretical part has been followed by visits of private houses, which have
experienced or are experiencing the same kind of challenges considered above. Through the
different examples we faced, it became apparent that private ownership remains a demanding
and arduous task even with an efficient management and a certain degree of recognition from
the public society.
Nevertheless, we detected a true willingness and concerns about those issues from the Next
Gen through their involvement, interest in the thematic and their keenness to move forward.
On these good thoughts, the next meeting has therefore already been settled and scheduled
for March 2017 in Italy. Be ensured that the European Historic Houses Association is looking
forward to taking part to organization given the huge success of this year edition.

Visit to Vaux-le-Vicomte
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Field trip to Vienna, first part of the General Assembly - 5 & 6 May 2016
Between the 5th and 7th of May 2016, the city of Vienna hosted the 1st annual field visit of the
European Historic Houses Association thanks to its Austrian member association
(Österreichischer Burgenverein). For this premiere, about fifty members of the organization
gathered from all over Europe for a busy programme.
In fact, we directly got into the heart of the event with a seminar, entitled “Preservation &
Maintenance of Private Historic Houses: Smart Recipes & Good Practices”. Held in the
Schönbrunn Palace, the discussion was animated by four panelists from very diverse
backgrounds and specialties. They mostly talked about issues that Austrian owners of historic
houses are facing nowadays in their struggle to maintain their heritage. If you want to know
more, the seminar notes are available down here.
We visited the next day several private historic houses in the surroundings of Vienna. This
allowed our members to discover the country’s culture and heritage as well as to learn about
the national association’s concerns and difficulties. This was a good occasion for owners to
show to the group the positive impact renovations have on the local and regional economy.
We have also witnessed a real interest in preserving the family heritage for the future
generations, which are keen to take an active part to the project.

More information on our website:

http://www.europeanhistorichouses.eu/news/2016-field-trip-vienna
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Action Plan on VAT – A reduced VAT for cultural heritage preservation
On the 15th of February 2016, the European Historic Houses prepared a joint position following
the VAT Action Plan adopted by the European Commission. We addressed a letter, together
with our partner associations, to the President, Jean Claude Juncker and the Vice-Presidents
as well as the Commissioner, Pierre Moscovici in order to make our voice heard. The same
letter was addressed to the Dutch Presidency during the ECOFIN meeting of the EU Council
which took place on the 22nd and 23rd of April 2016.
This was a first step from a long process that needs to be followed both at the European level
and within Member States themselves. Indeed, taxation and VAT rates are particular
issues that stays in the prerogative of the Member States and require uninamity at the level of
EU Council.
At the time of writing, a second Coalition Position on VAT is getting prepared. A new and more
elaborated position is being prepared to buttress the arguments in favour of a reduced VAT for
the preservation of cultural heritage. This will keep the European Historic Houses Association
and its coalition partners busy during summer.

Download the position paper on our website: www.europeanhistorichouses.eu
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Suppression of the Belgian Police Division dedicated to the illicit trafficking of
cultural goods
As a guardian of the European monuments, the European Historic Houses Association felt
concerned when the Belgian Minister in charge of Security and Interior decided to remove the
police division dedicated to the illicit trafficking of works of art in Belgium. In cooperation with
other associations engaged in the preservation of the European cultural heritage, we therefore
decided to write a common letter to denounce this dramatic resolution, conscious of the threat
that such a decision could imply.

In the context of Iraq and Syria crisis, the situation is becoming more and more of particular
concern and requires urgent measures. Suppressing this police department would conflict with
the aim of the 28 EU Member States to fight the terrorism’s funding activity, especially through
the illegal trafficking of private goods.
When the organised crime starts operating on national differences, it is essential for Belgium
(and every other European country!) to be part of the European network in order to facilitate
the exchange of information and facilitate concerted actions between the different national
police forces.

Signed by:

Download the letter in French and Dutch on our website:

www.europeanhistorichouses.eu
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Events 2016
The 4th Conference on Tourism and Cultural Landscape

12-16/06

Hungary - Budapest
http://infota.org/tourism-and-cultural-landscapes/index.html

Circular Economy for a New Agriculture

27/06

Belgium - Brussels European Parliament – Rom JAN 6Q1
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/circular-economy-for-a-new-agriculturetickets-25676017660

Conference on Digitalisation of Cultural Heritage

29-30/06

The Netherlands - The Hague – Kloosterkerk
http://english.eu2016.nl/events/2016/06/29/conference-digitalisationcultural-heritage

Professional Training for Guides and Guide Trainers

13-20/08

The Czech Republic
http://www.interpret-europe.net/training

The Best in Heritage 2016

22/09

Croatia - Dubrovnik
http://www.thebestinheritage.com/conference/programme

European Historic Houses Association General Assembly

05-06/10

Belgium – Brussels

Conference: Education and Training for Better Conservation of
Historic Buildings

05/10 – 14:00h

Belgium – Brussel – House of the Capital Region – Room Zinneke

ECCO’s Conference on Energy Efficiency and Comfort of
Historic Buildings

19-21/10

Belgium – Brussels – The Belgian Royal Library
http://www.eechb.eu/

‘Wish You Were Here’ Conference on Seaside Heritage

20/10 – 10:00h

UK – Great Yarmond – St. George’s Theatre
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wish-you-were-here-heritage-conferencetickets-26079392164

Conference on Preserving Heritage with Tomorrow’s
Technologies

30/10-02/11

USA – San Antonio
http://www.apti.org/index.php?src=gendocs&ref=Home2016

Salon International du Patrimoine Cultural

03-06/11

France – Paris
http://www.patrimoineculturel.com/le-salon/
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Heritage Alliance 3.3 Meeting

9-11/11

Germany – Leipzig – K2, Messehaus

Opening Ceremony of the Denkmal Trade Fair

9/11 – 19h

Germany – Leipzig – Kongresshalle am Zoo

Public Council Session Europa Nostra: “Towards the European
Year of Cultural Heritage 2018”

10/11 – 10.30h

Germany – Leipzig – CCL, Saal 4 at the Denkmal Fair

DEADLINE INTACH Scholarship and INTACH Heritage Award
2016

30/11

http://heritage.intach.org/research

Follow us on:
@EuropeanHistoricHouses
www.europeanhistorichouses.eu
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